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not moralistic role and serve purely in advisory capacity. If the individual is brought
to trial, the psychiatrist may serve as a neutral expert witness for the court,
c.  The attention of all commanding officers is directed to the fact that the reduc-
tion of the malingering rate is a responsibility of command. Positive, strong leadership
is the most effective method of reducing noneffectiveness from all psychiatric and
psychologic causes. Fear of punishment is, in itself, totally inadequate as a means of
preventing malingering.
d.  The attention of all medical officers, particularly psychiatrists, is directed to
their responsibility for the detection of malingering and for reporting suspected cases
to command.
e.  Prompt action will be taken by command in the investigation of all suspected,
cases of malingering. No individual or group of individuals will be needlessly de-
tained for investigation unless there is reasonable supposition of guilt and charges
will not be made unless evidence is reasonably certain. Great care must be exercised
to prevent the miscarriage of justice or defamation of character through the filing of
erroneous charges of malingering,
/. It will be mandatory to publish the findings of the court, in each case found
guilty of malingering, in such a manner that these findings will be brought to the
attention of each soldier within the command involved. (AG 710, 26 May 1945.) 23
23 War Department Circular 298, 29 September 1945, Sec. IX; reissued as War Department
Memorandum 600-510-1, 18 February 1947.